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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, hov^^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



Status / A I I \ 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on i_. ^ ^ ^ 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0" Claim(s) ^"^^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) l^t^ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060727 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 6,406 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1774 

Claims 1-5 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over any of the patents to Kohno et al. (EP 0 601 502), Mitsuhashi et al. (EP 0 695 789) 
or Murakami et al. (JP 07-31 1523) in view of the patent to Eid et al. (WO 90/16016). 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over any 
of the patents to Kohno et al. (EP 0 601 502), Mitsuhashi et al. (EP 0 695 789) or 
Murakami et al. (JP 07-311523) in view of the patent to Fryberg et al. (USP 5,916,673). 

The primary references teach methods of removing printed material on Inkjet 
recording media. Printed Inkjet recording media having a base layer and a water- 
swelling surface layer are brought into contact with a surface layer-swelling solvent 
which swells the surface of the recording media followed by the removal of the printing 
by applying a physical force. The recording layers can comprise cross-linked water- 
soluble resins having fine particles dispersed therein. The secondary references teach 
the advantages (e.g., smooth coatings of even thickness) of adding surfactants to Inkjet 
recording layers. Fryberg et al. additionally teach applicants' surfactants of formulae (i) 
- (vii). Use of the surfactants of the secondary references for concomitant function in 
the recording layers of the primary references would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in this art in the absence of unexpected results. 

The pertinent portions of the cited references are: 
Kohno et al. (page 3, lines 5 and 18 et seq.) 
Mitsuhashi et al. (page 2, line 15 and page 4. lines 5-19) 
Murakami et al. (page 3 of the translation) 
Eid et al. ( see the Abstract) 
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Fryberg et al. (column 6, line 46 et seq.) 
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